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B-3321 - B-3333 1850-1867 
4-48 E. Cross St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The pair of houses at 4-6 E. Cross St. was originally built as a pair of 
two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, but 4 E. Cross 
St. has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a shed roof and 
bracketed cornice. 8 E. Cross St. is a small, two story, gable-roofed house typical 
of the type built on nearby Patapsco St. in the 1850's. 10 and 12-38 E. Cross St. 
are all three story, two bay wide, brick houses with gable roofs that serve a 
mixed commercial/residential purpose. The houses were built both just before and 
just after the Civil War by John S. Gittings and George Williamson, who each 
built alternating pairs of similar houses. 26-28 and 38 E. Cross St. have had 
their original gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs and 38 E. Cross St. has a bracketed 
cornice. 46 E. Cross St. is a three story, two bay wide brick house with shed 
roof and bracketed cornice whose first floor area is currently being converted 
to a shopfront. 48 E. Cross St. is a two story, two bay wide, brick house with 
shed roof and bracketed cornice which has recently been converted to modern shopfront 
space. .... . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This two story, two bay brick house with gable roof was built in the 1850's. 
It is one of the few houses in this block of Cross St. to survive without having 
had its first floor area converted into a store-front. 

The house is two stories in height, 14' wide, and occupies a lot 62' deep. 
The house is two rooms deep. The house is constructed in running bond. The 1OW-^.1J 
pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice. There is a double hooded chimney 
located at the peak of the gable roof on the west side of the house. 

The first floor door and window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels 
with solid wood tympanums. There are no lintels on the second story windows. 
All of the sills are wood. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double 
hung sash. A modern flush door is set beneath a single light transom. The 
house sits on a low basement, the entrance being reached by two wood steps. A 
rectangular coal opening is located to the left of the steps. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This small house is typical of the type of two story, gable-roofed houses built 
in the 1850's and 1860's to serve as inexpensive housing for the influx of newly 
arrived immigrant families seeking work in harbor-related activities. Most such houses 
were located along narrow alley streets, like the nearby houses along Patapsco St., 
and were usually held as rental property. This house, however, may have served as 
a store-front for the occupant of 10 E. Cross St., who owned both properties and was 
in business at this location as a shoemaker.1 The house is quite similar to the row 
of two story houses built nearby at 1044-1048 Patapsco by Addison in 1851. 

See also 10 E. Cross St. 

Baltimore City Directory , 1853-54, 1855-56 
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8 E. Cross Street 
Block 0934B Lots 056 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3322 8 E. Cross St. 

M.E.H. 5/79 

South elevation 


